




















5.3

Management actions

This study has highlighted the need for
education of users about responsible
dog behaviour and the enforcement of
current regulations.

These actions are as follows:

* Educate residents and park users
about current do related
regulations

* Provide more animal management
presence in the park — to
communicate with users,
encourage good behaviour and
warn users about poor behaviour

¢ Improve Council enforcement of
dog regulations around
playgrounds and on sports fields

* Develop better dialogue and
communication methods with park
users

* Provide an edge or feature to
dissuade dog activity between the
central path and Zone 3A
(playground) to restrict inadvertent
dog movement across the
playground
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* Improve signage reinforcing good
behaviour

A consistent approach needs taken to all
signage in Elsternwick Park. Signs need
to be very similar in branding to ensure
users can recognise each sign easily.

Below are suggestions for additional
signs:

“Children play here, please place your
dog on a leash”

“This is a shared park, please control,
and pick up after your dog”

It would be desirable for Council officers
to patrol Elsternwick Park on a more
regular basis. This will help educate
users and alleviate issues that park users
have, especially those that do not own a
dog. Additional management presence
will assist both dog owners and non-dog
owners, if regulations are enforced and
the park can continue to be an open
shared space for all users.

Council may need to address the
amount of dog faeces left in the park, as
this is a burden to users, especially
sports users.
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6.

Appendices

Appendix 1: Park observations

Observations of Elsternwick Park were
conducted at various times of the day
over nine days, including two
consecutive weekends.

The park was broken up into zones and
one observer moved from one to
another in rotation. For this reason itis
unlikely that one observer was able to
record all usage. Therefore the usage
estimates are likely to have been an
under estimation of actual usage.

The times of the observations are
outlined below:

* 7:00am to 10:00am
* 12noonto 1:00pm
* 4:.00pm to 5:30pm

SHARING ELSTERNWICK PARK (PEOPLE, PETS AND PLAY)

The observations in the park were
carried out from 14 August 2010 to 22
August 2010. The weather over the 9
days was mainly overcast, cold and
windy, with the exception of 17"
August, which was a sunny day and
attracted the most visitors to the park.

It should be noted that the observations
occurred in winter and that given the
increase in numbers on the sunny day, it
is likely that the park becomes much
busier in warmer months.

The time people enter a zone, the
number of males, females and / or
children, the number and size of dogs
was recorded, along with the zone
number, the activity of the user
observed, any conflict observed and
whether the dog was on-leash.

There were 2,067 recordings of use in
the park within in six hours per day over
the nine days, averaging 205 per day.
1,832 people were observed with a dog
while 1,130 were observed without
dogs, as shown in the graph below.
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Activities observed

Activities observed in the park by people
and groups are shown in the following
tables.

Table 3: People observed in activities in the
park, by activity

People observed

Activity Numbers of Percentage
Walking with dog 1092 36.9%
Playing with dog 629 21.2%
Walking without

dog 350 11.8%
Playing without

dog 350 11.8%
Skating 144 4.9%
Jogging 107 3.6%
Walking to work

or school 79 2.7%
Cycling 76 2.6%
Other* 135 4.6%

*includes - resting, picnicking, talking



Table 4: People observed in activities in the

Over 1,800 dogs were observed in the
park over nine days.

park, by group The following table highlights the
No. of people majority of dogs were off-leash.
Activity observed .
Table 5: Dogs observed in the park, on and
off-leash
Auskick X2 200
Dogs observed Numbers
Poodle Club X2 30
Dogs on-leash 88
School Group 30
Dogs off-leash 1755
Personal training 36
From the onsite observations, all dogs
Figure 12: Percentage of people involved in observed in zone 1a and 3a (51) were
activities in Elsternwick Park either running through the playground
40.0% or accompanying park users off-leash in
. (/]
%(5).8‘;0 = a playground. There was no conflict with
. 0
%(5).82? | - other users and no issue was observed.
15.0% + — -
10.0% 11— — — - Only one dog was seen to be
5.0% ' -- -- -- H H
0.0% - - aggressively barking at another dog over
£ £ § 2 ¥ o x E the nine days. There were no other
; £ £ £ :
= 2 c.£ 58 8528 conflicts.
c.c-m = v 8 ¢ O
2 > Z-w- =
c O C © .
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a
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Density of use Observations about the use of
Elsternwick Park include the

The following image illustrates the density and distribution of use over the days the park following:
was observed. The dots represent users and the circles; groups.

* People used the central path a
lot to walk their dogs

* The majority of people walked
their dogs around the park

* There is signage at 20m around
playgrounds

* People enter zone 2A with their
dogs and then release their dogs,
to walk around park

* User groups include:

o Auskick —approximately 100
per session on the Saturday
mornings in zone 4B

o The Poodle Club —
approximately 15 people on
the Saturday at lunchtimes in
zone 4B

o Personal Trainers—on a
regular basis in the zones 4B
and 3A
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o School students —on 18 August —
approximately 30 students in zones
4B and 3A

o A swan was attacked on Monday in
zone 2A (outside observation times) —
it had apparently flown outside lake
area during storm and was attacked
by dog

o People without dogs were observed
mostly on the central path (264)
followed by playgrounds zones 3A
(166), 1A (128), 4B (135), and 2B (117)

o People with dogs were observed
mostly on zone 4B (640) followed by
4A (480), central path (293), and 2B
(209).

SHARING ELSTERNWICK PARK (PEOPLE, PETS AND PLAY) 28 - =



&j Bayside
> (o

Appendix 2: Online survey results

Online surveys were available for all the community to have input
into the project. These were advertised in the household flyer
and the press release. 188 responses were received from the
online survey. Of these, 179 respondents visit Elsternwick Park.

Findings
One hundred and seventy nine of the 188 respondents (95.2%)

visit Elsternwick Park, while 9 respondents (4.8%) did not answer
this question, as indicated in the graph below.

Figure 13: Percentage of online survey respondents that do or do not
visit Elsternwick Park

100.0%
90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
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30.0%
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45.2% (143) of online survey respondents have been visiting
Elsternwick Park for five years or more, while only 9.6% (18) have
been visiting for three to four years. 45 people (23.9%) did not
answer this question.

Figure 14: Percentage of online survey respondents by how long they
have been visiting Elsternwick Park

50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
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The following graph shows the number of times respondents visit
Elsternwick Park. 46.3% (87 respondents) visit the Park on a daily
basis, 31.4% (59 respondents) visit the park a few times a week,
while only 1.1% (2 respondents) visit the park monthly and a few
times a year. 8.5% (16 respondents) did not answer this question.
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Figure 15: Percentage of online survey respondents by how often they Figure 16: Percentage of online survey respondents by reasons for
visit Elsternwick Park visiting Elsternwick Park’
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45.0% 60.0%
40.0% 50.0%
35.0% 40.0%
30.0% 30.0%
25.0% 0
Yoo 20.0%
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The following graph illustrates that 153 respondents (81.4%)
. . . o ]
The fgllowmg graph |IIustraTtes walking the dog. (_6_1'74’) and W?Ik/ believe dogs are well behaved when they are at Elsternwick Park,
exercise .(55.3%) as the main two reasons for visiting EIs.ternW|ck compared with 15 respondents (8%) who believe dogs are not
Park. This equates to 116 and 104 respondents respectively. under control. 20 respondents (10.6%) did not answer this

question.

2 Respondents could select more than one reason for visiting Elsternwick Park

t 1
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Figure 17: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they think Figure 18: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they think
generally dogs are well behaved generally owners pick up after their dogs
90.0% 80.0%
80.0% - 70.0% -
70.0% - 60.0% -
60.0% 1 50.0% -
>0.0% 40.0% -
40.0% 20.0%
30.0% - . 0"
20.0% - 20.0% 7
0.0% - 0.0% - T T
Yes No Didn't Yes No Didn't
answer answer
The following graph shows 142 respondents (75.5%) of the online The following graph illustrates whether respondents believe that
survey, feel that owners generally pick up after their dogs, 24 dog management requirements are generally observed at
respondents (12.8%) do not feel that faeces is picked up Elsternwick Park. It signifies:
adequately, while 22 respondents (11.7%) did not answer this .

119 respondents (63.3%) are happy with the observations on

question. dog management

* 46 respondents (24.5%) are not satisfied with the amount of
dog management

¢ 23 respondents (12.2%) didn’t answer the question

L 1
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Figure 19: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they think Of the 125 respondents with one or more dogs in their
generally owners observe the dog management requirements around household, 102 dog breeds were recorded on the online survey.
playgrounds, picnic areas and sporting activities As shown in the graph below, the top four dog breeds are:
¢ Labrador (13)
70.0% e Border Collie (12)
60.0% )
(]
50.0% Kelpie (6)
40.0% * Poodle (6)
30.0% B
20.0% Table 6: Number of dogs owned by online survey respondents by breed
. (]
0.0% T . Breed No. of dogs
Yes No Didn't answer Labrador 13
Border Collie 12
Of the 188 respondents, 125 (66.5%) have a dog in their el 6
household compared with 37 (19.7%) who do not. 26 E—— 6
respondents (13.8%) of the online survey did not answer this
. King Charles 5
question.
Spoodle 5
Figure 20: Percentage of online survey respondents by dog ownership
Cavoodle 4
Golden Retriever 4
80.0% Maltese 4
60.0% Whippet 4
Bichon Frise 3
40.0%
Greyhound 3
20.0% . Pug 3
0.0% T T -—\ Rhodesian
Yes No Didn't answer Ridgeback 3
Border Terrier 2
Boxer 2

L 1
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Breed No. of dogs Figure 21: Percentage of online survey respondents who have dogs by

number of dogs
Cairn Terrier

Corgi 80%

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0% T T

1dog 2 dogs 3 or more dogs

French Bulldog

Hungarian Vizsla

Husky

Labradoodle

Airedale

Dalmatian

Fox Terrier

German Pointer

Groodle

Irish Terrier

Jack Russell
Maltese Terrier
The majority of respondents (96%), who have a dog in their
household, also walk their dog at Elsternwick Park. Only 4% of
respondents do not walk their dog in Elsternwick Park, which is
shown in the following graph.

Rottweiler
Schnauzer
Staffie

R R R R R R R R R R B N NNNDNN

The following graph illustrates that of the 125 respondents with a
dog, 74% (93 respondents) have only one dog, 25% (31) two dogs
and 1% of respondents have three dogs in their household.

t 1
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Figure 22: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they walk their
dog at Elsternwick Park
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The following graph shows 125 respondents (66.5%) of the online
survey believe there is a good balance of space in the park for
people, pets, play and sport. Thirty six respondents (19.1%) are
unhappy with the balance of space, while 27 respondents (14.4%)
did not provide an answer.

SHARING ELSTERNWICK PARK (PEOPLE, PETS AND PLAY) 34

12/01/11

Figure 23: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they think there
is a good balance of space in the park for people, pets, play and sport
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T . r - !
S No
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The following graph indicates 109 respondents (58%) of the
online survey believe the present arrangements for dog off-leash
at the park is working for all users. 45 respondents (23.9%) are
unhappy with the present arrangements, while 34 respondents
(18.1%) did not provide an answer.
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Figure 24: Percentage of online survey respondents by if in their view
the present arrangements for dog off-leash at the park is working for

all users

70.0%
60.0%
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20.0%
0.0% T T
Yes No

Didn't answer

The following graph illustrates 97 respondents (51.6%) of the

online survey believe a separate area should be set aside for dogs

so that people who don’t like dogs can have some space. 54

respondents (28.7%) are happy with the current conditions, while

37 respondents (19.7%) did not provide an answer.
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Figure 25: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they think a
separate area should be set aside for dogs so that people who don’t like
dogs can have some space
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Yes No Didn't
answer

The following graph shows the percentage of preferred zones as
an on-leash area for dogs at Elsternwick Park. It signifies:

* Zone 1A (33%) is the most popular area for an on-led area
followed closely by zone 3A (32.4%)

* The least popular areas are zone 4C (8%) and 4B (7.4%)
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Figure 26: Percentage of online survey respondents by preferred zone as
. 3
on-leash area for dogs at Elsternwick Park
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The following graph below represents how an on-leash area for
dogs should be defined. Based on the respondents choices:

33.5% like the current system of on-leash requirements for
dogs

23.4% believe signage is the best way to define the area
20.7% believe low planting is a great way to define the area
13.8% would like to see a fence constructed

Under 10% believe a path line, line of trees or other

3 Respondents could select more than one zone, while 52 respondents did not
respond to this question
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Figure 27: Percentage of online survey respondents by how an on-leash
area for dogs should be defined’
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Of the total 188 respondents of the online survey, the following
graph illustrates:

114 respondents (60.6%) believe the fencing of the lake to
protect the wildlife in the park has worked well

25 respondents (13.3%) do not believe the fencing was a good
investment

However, 49 respondents (26.1%) did not respond to this
question

4 Respondents could select more than one option
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Figure 28: Percentage of online survey respondents by if they think that

the fencing of the lake to protect the wildlife in the park has worked well
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Yes No
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Online respondents gave 108 suggestions or comments that may
improve the enjoyment of all park users regarding dogs being off
lead or on lead around the park.

Of the 84 who owned a dog, 24 recommended that the park dog
regulations remain the same. Other suggestions were:

* The playgrounds be fenced (14)

* More enforcement, education and policing of the park (9)
more bins be placed around the park (9)

* Better signage (4)

One respondent also stated that children in 3A playground can
run onto the central path very quickly from the playground.

SHARING ELSTERNWICK PARK (PEOPLE, PETS AND PLAY)
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Twenty four respondents who did not own dogs suggested
improvements to the park through:

* Enforcement / education (11)

* Improved signage (5)

* Fenced areas for dogs (5)

* Fence / mark playgrounds (4)

Only two commented that the park should be left as is.
Fencing of the lake

Only 64 respondents answered whether the fencing of the lake
had worked well. 21 said it worked well. The rest were not sure or
gave a individual comments to say it is not working (such as the
swan being attacked) or would like alterations to the fencing.

Further Comments

Respondents offering further comments regarding sharing
Elsternwick Park attracted a strong support for leaving the park as
it is (by the dog owners). Seven non dog owners also said to leave
the park as it is. One non dog owner advised that Elsternwick
Park is known as “the dog park”.

The following graph represents the breakdown of respondents for
individual Council areas near Elsternwick Park. The figures show:

* 100 respondents reside in Bayside City Council
* 24 respondents reside in City of Port Phillip
¢ 17 respondents reside in other Councils

¢ 47 respondents did not answer the question
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Figure 29: Percentage of online survey respondents by Council area they

live in
60%
50% -
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20%
10% - . lE
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Bayside City City of Port  Other Didn't
Council Phillip answer

The following graph indicates the majority of respondents (35.1%)
reside more than 500m from Elsternwick Park. 30.3% live
between 100m — 500m, whereas only 10.1% of respondents live
less than 100m away. 24.5% of respondents did not provide an
answer to this question.
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Figure 30: Percentage of online survey respondents by distance of
residence from Elsternwick Park
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Of the 188 respondents who filled in the online survey, 51 were
male (27.1%), 90 were female (47.9%), and 47 (25%) did not
provide a response as to their gender.

Figure 31: Percentage of online survey respondents by gender
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The following figure indicates the age breakdown of respondents

and shows: Appendix 3: Onsite survey findings

Onsite surveys were conducted throughout Elsternwick Park to

years of age (61.7%) gather information on getn.eral use of the p.ark by people a.md
dogs, as well as users opinions on the sharing of Elsternwick Park

* 21lrespondents (11.2%) ranged 60 years and older and if an on-leash dog area is required.

* The majority of respondents (116) ranged between 30 — 59

* 4 respondents (2.1%) were younger than 30 o
Findings

* 47 respondents (25%) did not indicate an age category
One hundred and twelve surveys were carried out from 14 August
2010 to 22 August 2010, at various times of the day in 11 areas of
Figure 32: Percentage of online survey respondents by age group the park

As shown in the graph below, the four main zones within
Elsternwick Park where respondents were surveyed were:

14.0%
12.09
10_8;; * Zone 4B; 26 respondents (23.2%)
285’ * Central Path (CP); 21 respondents (18.8%)
4.0% * Zone 4A; 15 respondents (13.4%)
2.0%
0.0% - * Zone 2B; 14 respondents (12.5%)
§ § § § § E § § § § § § § The remaining zones combined, made up the last 36 respondents
> > > > > > > > > > > > o
D T AT T DT DS (32.2%).
w7 YeeT T3
SORAPMIIINBSI
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Figure 33: Percentage of on site survey respondents by zone of survey Figure 34: Percentage of on site survey respondents by reason for
visiting Elsternwick Park

12/01/11
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The following graph illustrates walking the dog (53.6%), walk /
exercise (24.1%), and playing with children (17.9%) as the three
main reasons for visiting Elsternwick Park. This equates to 60, 27,
and 20 respondents respectively.

The following graph shows 109 respondents (97.3%) of the onsite
survey believe there is a good balance of space in the park for
people, pets, play and sport compared with 3 respondents (2.7%)
who are unhappy with the balance of space.

t 1
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Figure 35: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think that
a good balance of space is available for people, pets, sport and play at
the Elsternwick Park
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The following graph indicates 74 respondents (66.1%) think that
dogs should be on-leash around playgrounds compared with 36
respondents (32.1%) do not deem it to be necessary. 2
respondents (1.8%) did not provide an answer.

Figure 36: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think dogs
should be on-leash around playgrounds
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The following graph illustrates 55 respondents (49.1%) of the
onsite survey believe one area should be made an on-leash area
for dogs so that people who don’t like dogs can have some space.
53 respondents (47.3%) do not believe there should be a separate
on-leash area for dogs, while 4 respondents (3.6%) did not
provide an answer.

Figure 37: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think one
area should be made an on-leash area for dogs so people who don't like
dogs can have some space
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The following graph shows mixed thoughts on what respondents
believe to be the regulations for dogs near playgrounds at
Elsternwick Park. Of the 112 respondents:

* 70 believe dogs need to be on-leash, or on-leash within 20
metres (62.6%)

* 24 areunsure (21.4%)
¢ 11 didn’t offer a response (9.8%),
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* 7 respondents believe no entry, on-leash within green posts, Figure 39: Percentage of on site survey respondents by what they think
or on-leash with 50 metres (6.3%) the regulations are for dogs near the lake at Elsternwick Park
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Figure 38: Percentage of on site survey respondents by what they think

the regulations are for dogs near playgrounds at Elsternwick Park 60.0%
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The regulations respondents believe are for dogs near
sportsgrounds at Elsternwick Park are presented in the graph
below. The main two regulations respondents believe are:

The following graph indicates mixed thoughts on what
respondents believe to be the regulations for dogs near the lake
at Elsternwick Park. Of the 112 respondents:

* 60 believe dogs are not allowed near the lake (53.6%) * 44(39.3%) to be on-leash when an event is on

* 34 are unsure (30.4%) * 44 (39.3%) were unsure of the regulations

« 12 didn’t offer a response (10.7%), Ten respondents did not provide an answer to this question.

* 6 respondents believe on-leash within 20 metres, on-leash
only or no feeding (5.4%)

L 1
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Figure 40: Percentage of on site survey respondents by what they think
the regulations are for dogs near sportsground at Elsternwick Park
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Of the total 112 respondents of the onsite survey, the following
graph illustrates:

98 respondents (87.5%) believe the fencing of the lake to
protect the wildlife in the park has worked well

1 respondent (9%) do not believe the fencing was a good
investment

3 respondents (2.7%) were unsure

However, 10 respondents (8.9%) did not provide an answer to
this question
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Figure 41: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think that
the fencing off of the lake to protect wildlife at Elsternwick Park has
worked well
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The follow graph illustrates that 95 respondents (84.8%) believe
dogs are effectively controlled while at Elsternwick Park,
compared with 17 respondents (15.2%) who believe dogs are not
under control.
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Figure 42: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think
that generally dogs are effectively controlled at the park
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The following graph shows 79 respondents (70.5%) of the onsite
survey, feel that owners generally pick up after their dogs, 25
respondents (22.3%) do not feel that faeces is picked up
adequately, while only 4 respondents (3.6%) believe owners pick
up after their dogs on 50% of occasions. Four respondents
(3.6%) were unsure or did not answer this question.
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Figure 43: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think that
owners generally pick up after their dogs
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The following graph illustrates whether respondents believe that
dog management requirements are generally observed at
Elsternwick Park. It signifies:

* 78 respondents (69.6%) are happy with how regulations are
being observed

* 24 respondents (21.4%) are not satisfied with the how
regulations are being observed

* 10 respondents (9%) were unsure, didn’t answer or believe it
happens 50% of the time



&j Bayside
> (o

Figure 44: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think that
dog regulations are being observed at Elsternwick Park

80.0%
60.0%
40.0%
20.0%
0.0%

Yes No Fifty Not sure Didn't

percent of answer

the time

As indicated in the following graph, of the 112 persons who
completed the onsite survey, 74 respondents (66.1%) believe
there is adequate provision for dogs and owners at Elsternwick
Park, 20 respondents (17.9%) do not this is the case, while 17
respondents (15.2%) did not answer this question and 1
respondent (.9%) was unsure.

Figure 45: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they think that
there is adequate provision for dogs and owners at Elsternwick Park

70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
0.0% T T T
Yes No Not sure Didn't
answer

SHARING ELSTERNWICK PARK (PEOPLE, PETS AND PLAY)

45

12/01/11

The following graph represents how an on-leash area for dogs
should be defined. Based on the respondents choices:

* 31.3% would like to see a fence constructed

* 15.2% feel that low planting is a great way to define the area
* 13.4% believe signage is the best way to define the area

* 8% do not believe there should be a separate area

* 14.3% did not provide an answer

Figure 46: Percentage of on site survey respondents by what they think
should be used to define an on-leash area for dogs
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Dog walkers suggested more bins and bags for dog faeces (9),
fence playground (5), more trees (4) and improve drainage along
paths (3) were the “things that would make the park better for
people, pets or play “. Seven people said the park was good as it
is!

People without dogs suggested improving the skate park with
shade, tap, etc (5), more toilets (3) and more shade(3).

The following graph indicates the majority of respondents (47.3%)
reside more than 500m from Elsternwick Park. 39.3% live
between 100m — 500m, whereas only 1.8% of respondents live
less than 100m away. 11.6% of respondents did not provide an
answer to this question.

Figure 47: Percentage of on site survey respondents by how far they
travel to Elsternwick Park
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The following graph represents the breakdown of respondents for
individual Council areas near Elsternwick Park. The figures show:
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* 64 (58%) respondents represent Bayside City Council
* 34 (30%) respondents represent City of Port Phillip

* 10 (9%) respondents represent Glen Eira

* 3respondents represent Kingston

¢ 1respondent did not answer

Figure 48: Percentage of on site survey respondents by Council
area they live

60.0%

50.0% -

40.0% -

30.0% -

20.0% -

10.0%

0.0% - T T . — - S
Bayside  Port Glen Eira Kingston Didn't

City Phillip answer

Council  Council

Only 15 people out of 112 respondents answered which age
category they represent. Due to such minimal raw data, we
cannot cross tabulate this question with others, nor provide a
graph.

Of the 112 respondents who filled in the online survey, 72 were
female (62.5%) compared with 42 male (37.5%).



Figure 49: Percentage of on site survey respondents by gender
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Of the 112 respondents surveyed onsite, 64 (57.1%) had a dog
compared with 48 (42.9%) who did not.

Figure 50: Percentage of on site survey respondents by if they had a dog
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The following figure illustrates that of the 64 respondents with a
dog, 76.6% have only one dog, compared with 23.4% with two
dogs. Thisis 49 and 15 persons respectively.
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Figure 51: Percentage of on site survey respondents with dogs by the

number of dogs they had
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As shown in the following table, the top five dog breeds are:

Labrador (7)
Collie (7)

Greyhound (6)

Poodle (6)
Terrier (6)
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Table 7: Breed and number of dogs from on site survey

SHARING ELSTERNWICK PARK (PEOPLE, PETS AND PLAY)

ayside

CITY COUNGIL

Breed

Labrador

Collie
Greyhound
Poodle

Terrier

Kelpie

Retriever
Maltese

Boxer

Bulldog
Chihuahua
German shepherd
Maltese Shih tzu
Spaniel

Beagle

Collie

Heeler

Pointer

Poodle / Spaniel
Pug

Schnauzer

Shih tzu

Staffie

No. of dogs
7
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Table 8: Number of dogs defined by size from on site survey

Large sized dog* 2
Medium sized dog” 9
Small sized dog* 5

Of the 64 respondents who were surveyed with dogs, the
following graph shows 57 of these dogs were off-leash compared
with 7 dogs on-leash.

Figure 52: Percentage of on site survey respondents with dogs by if the
dog(s) was on-leash or off-leash
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" As breed of dog was unrecognizable, the size of the dog has been listed
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. . 4. The following below illustrates walk / exercise (43.1%), playing
Appendix 4: Householder survey findings with children (40.9%), and walk the dog (39.4%) as the three main
A survey was delivered to 900 local residents living within walking reasons for visiting Elsternwick Park. This equates to 59, 56 and
distance of Elsternwick Park. To ensure there was no bias in the 54 respondents respectively.

householder survey, they were individually numbered.
y y y Figure 54: Percentage of household survey respondents who visit

R Elsternwick Park by main reasons for going there®
Findings

A total of 137 persons completed and returned the householder
survey of 12 questions. Of these, 122 respondents (89.1%) visit
Elsternwick Park, 1 respondent (0.7%) does not visit the Park,
while 14 respondents (10.2%) did not answer this question, as
indicated in the graph below.

In the question, are you a dog walker, 77 respondents said ‘no’
while 55 respondents said ‘yes’. This higher response from non
dog walkers gave the consultation a less bias for dog walkers as
compared to the other surveys.

Walk / exercise

Play with children

Walk the dog

Meet other people

Relax

Just to get out of
the house

Picnic

Skate

Play tennis

Enjoy the bird life

Figure 53: Percentage of household survey respondents by if they visit
Elsternwick Park

The following graph illustrates that 86 respondents (62.8%)

00 . . . .
100.0% believe dogs are effectively controlled while at Elsternwick Park,

80.0% compared with 46 respondents (33.6%) who believe dogs are not
under control.

60.0%
Five respondents (3.6%) did not provide an answer to this

40.0% question.

20.0%

0.0% . — .

Yes No Didn't answer

5
Respondents could select more than one reason

t 1
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Figure 55: Percentage of household survey respondents by if they think Figure 56: Percentage of household survey respondents by if they think
that dogs are effectively controlled at Elsternwick Park that owners clean up after their dogs
70.0% 70.0%
60.0% 60.0%
50.0%
40.0% 50.0%
30.0% 40.0%
20.0% 30.0%
122; |  — 20.0%
Yes No Didn't answer 10.0% L
0.0% T T E— T
The following graph shows 81 respondents (59.1%) of the Yes No Fifty percent of Didn’t answer
householder survey, feel that owners generally pick up after their the time
dogs, 44 respondents (32.1%) do not feel that faeces is picked up
adequately, while only 3 respondents (2.2%) believe owners pick The following graph illustrates whether respondents believe that
up after their dogs on 50% of occasions. 12 respondents (8.8%) dog management requirements are generally observed at
did not answer this question. Elsternwick Park. It signifies:

* 72 respondents (52.6%) are happy with the dog management
requirements being generally observed

* 46 respondents (33.6%) are not satisfied with the dog
management requirements being observed

* 2 respondents (1.5%) didn’t answer or believe it happens 50%
of the time

t 1
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Figure 57: Percentage of household survey respondents by if they think
the dog management requirements around playgrounds, picnic areas
and sport observed
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The following graph shows 57 respondents (41.6%) are dog
walkers compared with 77 respondents (56.2%) who are not dog
walkers. Only 2.2% of respondents did not answer this question.

Figure 58: Percentage of household survey respondents by if they are
dog walkers
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The following graph below indicates 72 respondents (52.6%) of
the householder survey believe the present arrangements for dog
off-leash at the park is working for all users. 47 respondents
(34.3%) are unhappy with the present arrangements, 1
respondent (0.7%) believe the arrangements are working 50% of
the time, while 17 respondents (12.4%) did not provide an
answer.

Figure 59: Percentage of household surveys respondents by if they think
that the dog arrangements at Elsternwick Park are working
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The following graph illustrates 58 respondents (42.3%) of the
householder survey believe a separate area should be set aside
for dogs so that people who don’t like dogs can have some space.
Sixty seven respondents (48.9%) are happy with the current
conditions, while 12 respondents (8.8%) are unsure, or did not
provide an answer.
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Figure 61: Percentage of household survey respondents by preferred
Figure 60: Percentage of household survey respondents by if they think zone to be made on-leash for dogs6

an area should be set aside for dogs
14.0%
60.0% 12.0%
10.0%
50.0% 8.0% -
40.0% - 6.0% -
30.0% - 4.0%
2.0% -
20.0% 0.0% -
10.0% 1 | T DAY R AL S D QL @
X
0.0% - . . . W AT AR R aT R W W s
Yes No Not sure  Didn't
answer .
The following graph represents how an on-leash area for dogs

should be defined. 110 people (80.3%) responded to this

The following graph shows the percerlmtage of preferred zones as question. Based on the respondents choices:
an on-leash area for dogs at Elsternwick Park.
* 21.9% would like to see a fence constructed

Most people did not answer this question (68 people / 65.4%). Of

the 36 people who provided a response, it signifies: * 20.4% believe signage is the best way to define the area

e Zone 3A (11.7%) is the most popular area followed closely by * 19.7% feel that low planting is a great way to define the area
zone 1A and 4A (8%) e 10.2% would prefer a line of trees

* The least popular area is skate (1.5%) e Under 10% believe a path line

* Dog walkers favoured zones 1A and 3A to be on-leash * 19.7% did not provide an answer to this question

*  Walkers without dogs favoured most zones to be on-leash but
zones 4A and 4B were the highest.

6 Respondents could select more than one zone. 65.4% of the respondents did
not answer this question

L 1
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* Figure 62: Percentage of household survey respondents by
how a separate area for dogs should be defined
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Dog arrangements

In the question, are the dog arrangements working in Elsternwick
Park, 24 dog walker respondents answered and nine said ‘yes’
they were, while six said ‘no’.

52 non-dog walkers responded to the dog arrangements
guestion. 10 of these respondents said the arrangements were
working, but 28 said the arrangements were not working; the
main reason was because of the dogs were in playgrounds and
the dog faeces.

Suggestions on dog management

Of the 32 dog walker respondents, 17 said the arrangements
should remain the same, five respondents recommended to fence
playgrounds, four respondents wanted more bins and three
respondents wanted more enforcement.
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There were 49 non-dog walking respondents. 14 wanted more
enforcement and education, 10 wanted more bins or to clean up
the dog faeces, four wanted to fence the playgrounds and for dog
owners to be more responsible (4) or leave the park as it is(4).

75.9% (104) of householder survey respondents have been
visiting Elsternwick Park for five years or more, while only 19.7%
(27) have been visiting for less than one year to four years. This is
shown in the graph below. Six people (4.4%) did not answer this
question.

Figure 63: Percentage of household survey respondents by how long
they have been visiting Elsternwick Park
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The following graph represents the breakdown of respondents for Figure 65: Percentage of household survey respondents by how far they
individual Council areas near Elsternwick Park. The figures show: travel to Elsternwick Park
* 94 respondents represent Bayside City Council 60.0%
* 36 respondents represent City of Port Phillip 50.0% -
. . . 40.0% -
* 2 respondents represent Glen Eira City Council 0
30.0% -
* 5respondents did not answer 20.0% 1
Figure 64: Percentage of household survey respondents by Council area 10.0% -
they live in 0.0% -
80.0% RIS N <
70.0% o« v S \@o(’ o
60.0% - N & ®
50.0% - \}
40.0% -
ig'g:ﬁ’ Of the 137 respondents who filled in the household survey, 44
10.07: i I were male (32.1%), 83 were female (60.6%), and 10 (7.3%) did
0.0% - , , —— not provide a response as to their gender.
Bayside City City of Port Glen Eira Didn't Figure 66: Percentage of household survey respondents by gender
Council Phillip  City Council  answer
70.0%
The following graph indicates the majority of respondents (51.8%) 60.0%
reside less than 100 metres from Elsternwick Park. 43.1% live 50.0%
between 100m — 500m, whereas only 1.5% of respondents live 40.0%
more than 500 metres away. 3.6% of respondents did not 30.0%
provide an answer to this question.
20.0%
10.0%
0.0% T - !
Male Female Didn’t answer

t 1
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The following table indicates the age breakdown of respondents

and shows:

* The majority of respondents (78) ranged between 35 — 59

years of age (56.9%)

¢ 45 respondents (32.8%) ranged 60 years and older

* 12 respondents (8.8%) were younger than 35

¢ 2respondents (1.5%) did not indicate an age category

Figure 67: Percentage of household survey respondents by age group
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Appendix 5: Telephone interview notes

Eight persons were interviewed over the telephone for this
project and were asked a total of 14 questions. Persons
interviewed included Council staff, Elsternwick Primary School,
the local cricket club, and “friends of Elsternwick Park”

1. In your experience in Elsternwick Park: Generally, are dogs
well behaved?

Generally, the dogs within Elsternwick Park are well behaved,
however 2 Council staff believe the park is quite large and often
the owners lose sight of their dogs therefore losing some control.

2. Generally, are dog faeces picked up by owners?

Of all the people interviewed for Sharing of Elsternwick Park,
there were mixed feelings about faeces being picked up by dog
owners. The local Cricket Club and Friends Group are not happy
with owners attempts of picking up after their dogs, 2 Council
staff are unsure, 2 Council staff believe it happens 50% of the
time, while the remaining two interviewees believe owners do
pick up faeces after their dogs.

3. Generally, are owners observing the dog management
requirements around playgrounds, picnic areas and sporting
activities?

Three interviewees feel owners are observing dog management
requirements around the playgrounds, picnic areas, and sporting
activities, however 3 interviewees (sports club, ranger and officer)
do not believe the requirements are being observed, and 2
Council staff are unsure.
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4. Do you think there is a good balance of space in the park for
people, pets, sport and play?

The Cricket Club, local school and 3 Council staff believe there is a
good balance of space in the park for people, pets, sport and play
compared with 2 Council staff and the friends group who do not
feel the Park has a good balance of space.

5. In your view are the present arrangements for dog off-leash
at Elsternwick Park working for all users including dogs,
children, sports, etc?

5 interviewees are not satisfied with the present arrangements
for dog off-leash at Elsternwick Park and believe there needs to
be more clarity with defined boundaries, especially around the
pond, and playground areas. Three people interviewed however,
are happy with the present arrangements.

6. Are you happy with the existing dog off-leash arrangement in
Elsternwick Park?

The existing dog off-leash arrangements in Elsternwick Park are:
* Adequate (1)

* Not adequate (5); protect playgrounds, swans, lake. Owners
need to control dogs more and obey rules.

* Unsure (2)



7. Do you have a suggestion about which area of the park
should be made on-leash for dogs?

The majority of people interviewed on the Sharing of Elsternwick
Park believe the playground and the lake to be the two main
areas requiring on-leash for dogs. The oval was also considered
to be an option.

8. Bayside is considering Zone 2A as an on-leash area for dogs.
What is your opinion of this area being set aside as an on-leash
area for dogs?

All interviewees would be happy with zone 2A as an on-leash area
for dogs, although 1 Council staff member did not provide an
answer.

9. If an area was to be set aside as an on-leash area for dogs,
how should this area be defined?

1 like it the way it is / with a fence / just a line like a path/ a line
of trees / low planting / signage / other, please specify:

If an area was to be set aside as an on-leash area for dogs, it
should be defined by (multiple choices given):

* Signage (5)

* Fencing (3)

* Planting (1)

* Path (1)

* Officer enforcement (1)

* Unsure (1)
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10. Do you have any suggestions or other comments that may
improve the enjoyment of all park users regarding dogs being
off-leash or on-leash around the park?

Suggestions on improving the enjoyment of all park users
regarding dogs being off-leash or on-leash around the park are:

* More information provided on dog obedience
* Better consideration around the play equipment
* Balance needs of all users

11. Do you think the fencing of the lake to protect wildlife has
worked well?

5 interviewees are happy with the fencing of the lake to protect
wildlife, however 1 Council staff member says that swan attacks
are still present and 2 Council staff are unsure of its effectiveness.

12. Council will be reviewing its animal management plan for
the whole of Bayside later in the year. Is there anything that you
think this plan should include or consider?

The local cricket club, 1 Council staff member, and the local
school are happy with the animal management plan as it
currently stands.

Of the remaining interviewees, they have suggested the
following:

* Look at realistic, practical regimes

* Maps and / or brochures explaining off-lead dog areas
* Simplify the plan

* Patrol of the Park

* Areas of fauna habitat



* Environmental issues

* Education programs / training programs

13. Can you tell me what the current regulations are in the park
in relation to dogs and:

a) The playgrounds / picnic area?

In relation to the current regulations for dogs around the
playgrounds / picnic area in Elsternwick Park, the following
responses were gathered:

¢ On-leash (1)
* Not allowed within 20 metres of existing users (3)
* 4 interviewees were unsure or did not answer

b) The lake?
In relation to the current regulations for dogs around the lake in
Elsternwick Park, the following responses were gathered:

* Not allowed (2)
* 6 interviewees did not provide an answer

c) The sportsgrounds / activities?

In relation to the current regulations for dogs around the
sportsgrounds in Elsternwick Park, the following responses were
gathered:

¢ 20 metres (1)

¢ 7interviewees were unsure or did not provide an answer
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¢ 14. What do you think about education and enforcement of
dog regulations?

* Some suggestions on education and enforcement of dog
regulations are:

¢ Information in Bayside Leader and newsletter regarding
regulation updates

* Advertising, presence, sighage

15. Other comments?
* Great park, we all get along

¢ Off-leash area should be fenced discreetly
¢ Partial fences may be an option

* Enforcement is the way forward

¢ (Citizen monitoring of areas

¢ Study of poo locations — students doing it
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Eight submissions were received from residents who visit Elsternwick Park. A summary of key points made are shown below.

Number Name
1 Resident
2 Resident
3 Resident —
dog owner
4 Resident
3 Resident —
dog owner
6 Resident
7 Resident —
dog owner
8 Frequent
user

Summary of Opinion

Concerned about dogs off-leash in and around the playgrounds, therefore scaring
children. Enforce the existing regulations with Council officers and issue fines

Saved 2 swans from dog attack before 4pm on 16/08/10

Suggestion about time allocations for dogs off-leash —but does not want to lose
dog off-leash capability in park

Saw dog jump fence into lake — no damage but wants fence to be higher

Keep the park the same, it is a beautiful open space — tired of Council trying to
change it

Wants to relocate the swans away from Elsternwick Park

Questioning whether Jeavons have a vested interest in the project?

The regulations for dogs and sports, works well in the park, however can
appreciate a perceived need to re-enforce them.

Pet ownership is beneficial to physical and mental health of people. Itis also
beneficial for dogs to be off-leash and socialising.

Never seen a dog fight — owners keep those dogs under control.

Has seen dogs in playgrounds and noticed dogs faeces not being picked up — these
will not be sorted out by making more areas on-leash.

Suggests more assiduous enforcement of the existing regulations to answer
complaints by people who are aversive to all dogs.
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Agree — the recommendations given here are referred to in the report

Based on the findings, 70.7% believe the fencing of the lake has worked
well to protect the wildlife. 8.6% are not happy with the fence. The
fence is currently adequate

Agree that dog off-leash capabilities need to remain, recommendations
on ways of ensuring this, are developed throughout the report

As stated above in number 2 response

Agree the park is a place for everyone to enjoy and the
recommendations passed forward to Council will be options around
minimal change an impact to the park as it currently stands

The lake, including the swans, brings life to the area, and moving them
would be not only costly, but also unnecessary

Jeavons & Jeavons have no vested interest in the project. Our
company does not gain from the recommendations put forward as part
of the project.

Agree that dog off-leash capabilities need to remain, with
recommendations for this.

Generally, we agree with the sentiment expressed and action to
Council on compliance





