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NoveList is a database about fiction that provides subject descriptions, 
reviews, annotations, and much more for over 135,000 book titles. It also 
includes other content of interest to fiction readers, such as Author Read-
alikes, Book Discussion Guides, BookTalks, and Annotated Book Lists.  
 
NoveList is organised by tabs across the top of the screen, and links down the 
left side. 
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Search the database  
Includes “Find an 
Author”, Title or Series 
Name, Describe a Plot, 
and Boolean Searching 

Browse Lists  
Includes awards 
lists, genre lists 
and series lists 

For Readers  
Includes links to 
similar authors and 
book discussion 
questions 

Quick Search  
Includes awards 
lists, genre lists 
and series lists 
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Quick Search 
 
You can enter an author, title, series name or key word into the field labeled 
Quick Search .  Use the drop down arrow to select the type of Quick Search 
you want to perform (Title, Series, or Key Word).  
 
Tip: The default search for Quick Search is author. Quick Search appears on 
every page in NoveList. 
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1. Select what field you 
wish to search from the 
drop down menu - 
Author, Title, Series or 
Keyword (Keyword 
searching allows you to 
describe a plot) 

2. Enter your search 
term and click Go 
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Search The Database   
 
 
This tab allows you to search using Find a Favorite Author , Title or 
Series Name , or Describe a Plot  
 
 
When should I use Find a Favorite Author?  
If you have a favorite author, use this search option to find out if there are 
any other titles you haven't read. You can also select one title from the list 
this search generates and use that title to find new books like it. 
 
 
When should I use Find A Favorite Title? 
If you enjoyed a particular book and would like to find another like it. 
 
 
When should I use Find A Series Name? 
If you want to look up other titles in a series you enjoy reading or view a 
series in series order. 
 
 
When should I use Describe A Plot search? 
If you don’t have an author or title in mind, use this search and describe 
the kind of book you want to read in your own words. This search matches 
the words you enter against NoveList’s subject headings, and also to the 
text of reviews and descriptions. You can find books by searching for 
descriptive words and phrases commonly found in reviews – for example, 
“fast-paced,” or “light reading.” You can also find books by searching for 
words that describe the genre, character(s), time periods, events, themes 
or settings you want to read about. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Select the option you 
wish to search - Author, 
Title, Series or Plot 

3. When the search 
screen displays, enter 
the relevant details. 

1. Select the Search 
Our Database  tab 
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Browse Lists   
 
 
Best Fiction (awards lists),  
Best Fiction links you to hundreds of award lists 
organized by age level and by type of award. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explore Fiction (genre and topic lists) 
Explore Fiction provides over 1200 customised lists of 
books based on genre. Each genre or topic has a 
number of sub-genres. By clicking on the links/icons of 
interest, you can find lists of books grouped by genre or 
topic. A description appears at the end of each list that 
tells you something about the books on the list or how 
to find more books like the ones on the list. 
 
Lists are organized by age level so you must select a 
level before you begin to browse the list. The levels are 
adult (19 years and above), young adult (recommended 
for ages 13-19), children's (typically chapter books or books appropriate for 
ages 8-12) or easy (typically picture books or books appropriate for ages 0-7). 
Because these are pre-made lists, you cannot select more than one level at a 
time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Select the Browse 
Lists  tab 

 

2. Select what field you 
wish to search 
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For Readers   
 
Use the For Readers  tab for information on finding similar authors, Book 
Discussion Guides, What We’re Reading (NoveList Staff), Annotated Book 
Lists and other content written by nationally known fiction experts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Select the For 
Readers  tab 
 

 

2. Select the option you 
wish to view 


