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The City of Bayside has commissioned GJM 
Heritage to undertake the City of Bayside 

, 

architectural style between 1945 and 1975 for 

the Bayside Planning Scheme.

following contextual history of Post-War 
Modernism in the City of Bayside has been 

History contained within the City of Bayside 
(1999) by Allom Lovell & 

History prepared by Heritage Alliance in the 
2008 
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The period from 1945 to 1975 was one 

which now make up the City of Bayside. 

was concentrated in Brighton and parts of 
Brighton East in the north and along the 
coastal fringe of Port Phillip Bay at Hampton, 
Sandringham and Black Rock in the west. 
Some limited development was also evident 
adjacent to the Nepean Highway and around 

intervening land – approximately one-third 
of the total area of the current municipality – 
was predominantly farmland south of Dendy 
Street, with golf courses in the central area 
and a large undeveloped tract of land at 
Beaumaris to the south.1

completely urbanised (see comparison images 
at Figures 2-5).
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depression and throughout World War II led 
to a severe shortage of housing in suburban 
Melbourne in the immediate post-war 
period when returning servicemen, post-

future fuelled an unprecedented demand for 

subdivision of under-developed parts of 
suburban Melbourne occurred from the late 
1940s. This development occurred rapidly 

of available land further from the coastal 
fringe, in suburbs such as Brighton East, 

the south in Beaumaris, where surviving rural 

1950s.2

in Beaumaris became available, enabling 

development to occur in this suburb. Planning 

Dunlop-Perdieu Company had purchased 
approximately 300 acres (121.4 hectares) of 
subdivided3 land in the 1930s4 and developed 

city (Figures 5,6 & 7).5 

The extensive block of land was bounded by 
Balcombe Road to the north, Cromer Road 
to the east, Haydens Road to the west, and 

streets. This land remained undeveloped 
in the immediate post-war period and the 
scheme was abandoned in 1950.6 When the 

pockets of undeveloped land in the suburbs of 
Melbourne.7 

Company development 
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A unique opportunity for concentrated post-
war development in Brighton also became 

relocated from the suburb in the mid-1960s. 
The orphanage, which opened in 1877, was 
bounded by Windermere Crescent to the 
north, New Street to the east, Dendy Street 
to the south and Whyte Street to the west 

complex, the 20-acre (8 hectare) tract of land 

constructed, including houses at 51 Lynch 
Crescent (architectural designer Michael 
Feldhagen, 1963),8 56A Dendy Street, Brighton 
(Michael Feldhagen, 1964) and 3 Exon Street 
(architect Walter Grodski, 1969).9 

The post-war dream of suburban home 
ownership reached its peak in the 1960s in the 
middle ring of Melbourne’s suburbs, and the 
suburbs of Beaumaris, Brighton East, Hampton 

the extent of the 
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Following World War II, a severe shortage of 
building materials and labour, coupled with 

10 

and a Modern type. 

quickly dominated the suburban landscape 

1952,11

form of housing through the 1950s and 1960s. 

subdivisions dominated by this housing type in 
suburbs such as Brighton East, Hampton East, 

vast numbers of people desperate to own a 

veneer – is evident throughout the suburbs of 
the current City of Bayside, including estates 
of public housing constructed by the Housing 
Commission. 
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war housing type. Driven by young architects 
and designers embracing the Modernist 
architectural movement, they shunned the 

opportunity to address housing demands 

They responded to the prevailing economic 

With its roots in the 1930s, Modernism in 
Melbourne emerged with force in the post-
war period aided by overseas and local 

12 and ‘rite of 
passage’ overseas travel by young architects 

styles, architects and designers were instead 
inspired by a broad range of architectural 
trends from overseas, including the United 
States, Europe, Japan and Great Britain, which 

buildings that were characterised by plain, 
unadorned surfaces.13 The Modernist house 

1950s and 1960s, and came to embody the 

shortages, dozens of charming

houses exemplifying the unpre
tentious, logical approach to

building.

Here people seem to build

light, dignified houses as natu

rally as some others in the

inner suburbs build them

darkly and heavily.

Timber and glass walls, low

roofs, white paint, flagged

terraces, wide porches — these

A recent auction took Beach-

road land up to £30 per foot.

The Cinderella suburb did

not gain its pretty clothes over

night at a wave of a fairy god
mother's wand. These are not

luxury buildings. Hard work

and imagination wielded the

wand."
—ROBIN BOYD, Director,

"The Age" Small Homes Ser

vice.

HOUSE OF THE WEEK, No. V.240

House V.240 Is 10.8 squares
in brick veneer, with a tile

roof. It will fit longitudinally

on
a 45-foot lot or across a

65-foot lot. Estimated cost,

£1870.

Working drawings and spe
cifications cost £5 (post free).

Write to Box 2573W, Elizabeth-

Post Office-place, Lonsdale-

street building.
Escalators at the Little

Bourke-street entrance to the

Myer Emporium lend directly
to the office. The telephone

number Is Central 4711.
For advice on all prob

lems of home building, make

|
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Beaumaris Jimmy 

Beaumaris John Baird 
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Post-War Modernist houses of the mid-

appearance, with a lightness and simplicity 
of structure and a sparseness of detail. 
Lightweight materials and various structural 
techniques were used to achieve simple site-

A wide range of wall materials were used 
throughout the post-war period, including 

concrete block; however, roof cladding was 
predominantly metal, including steel decking 

in roof pitch.

• 
range of plan forms

• external and internal courtyards with 

the outdoors, and to harness outdoor living 

• 

• designed to address the site rather than the 
street 

• 

• prominent carports and garages incorporated 

rise in car ownership

• concealed or recessed entries 

• expressed structure   

• 

• 

• 

north-facing, including the Boyd-designed 
modular Stegbar window wall produced from 
195314)

• 
eaves

• pergolas, wing walls, hit-and-miss screens and 
high front walls to delineate external spaces 
and form private gardens/courtyards

• Castlemaine slate and random stone cladding 
applied to external feature panels and walls

• volcanic rock lining garden beds and forming 
retaining walls

• variety of paving materials – pebble, gravel, 
brick or concrete 

• 
into a garden wall or freestanding.
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Housing design in the late 1960s to the 

15 
of housing emerged in the late 1960s, 
introducing a 45-degree chamfer to plan 

45-degree roof forms with clerestory 

were commonly employed, and when 

16

The chamfer became a recurrent theme in 
the designs of many architects including 

and Sandringham. These include:

• Abrahams House, 42 North Road, Brighton 
(Peter Crone, 1970)

• Fletcher House, 3 Roslyn Street, Brighton 

• French House, 22 Alfred Street, Beaumaris 

(Figure 17) 

• Coakley House, 4 The Avenue, Hampton (Peter 

• 
1975) 

• Smith House, 16 Surf Avenue, Beaumaris (John 
Baird, 1976).

The iconic work of Frank Lloyd Wright 

architects and designers in the 1960s and 

organic approach to architecture is evident in 

increased interest in the natural environment 
and the changing lifestyles of the period 

landscape, and the use of natural materials, 
such as exposed recycled brick and stained 

this natural approach to house design (e.g. 25 
Chatsworth Avenue, Brighton, 1972).
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including Robin Boyd, Neil Clerehan, Jack 
Clarke, Mockridge Stahle and Mitchell, John 
and Phyllis Murphy, James Earle, John Baird, 

Chancellor and Patrick, designed houses in the 

a broad range of both local and overseas 
architectural trends, their designs clearly 

and, in some cases, the organic architecture 
of Frank Lloyd Wright (e.g. Muckle Flugga, 
2 High Street, Beaumaris by Chancellor & 
Patrick, 1958; Godsell House, 491 Balcombe 
Road, Beaumaris by David Godsell, 1960; and 
Rendell House, 33 Clonmore St, Beaumaris by 
Ken Rendell, 1967). 

Beaumaris and its environs appealed to 
many architects and designers in the post-

Designing their own modest homes in the 
area, architects and designers including 
James Spears, David Godsell, David Brunton, 
Ken Atkins, T J Karasinski, Ian Freeland, 
John Gates, Lindsey Bunnet, Eric Lyon, Ken 

supplemented the growing enclave of well-
designed Modernist houses in the area. 

designed houses from the 1950s and 1960s 
remain extant in the southern part of the 
current City of Bayside.

Modern house design matured through the 

1970s and a variety of work emerged including 
what Professor Phillip Goad described in his 
1992 doctoral thesis as ‘some of the most 
original expressions for the contemporary 
dwelling’17

established suburbs of Brighton, Sandringham 

in the late 1960s and early 1970s. A number 
of Modernist houses were recognised by the 

in the annual architectural awards between 

Hampton and two in Beaumaris.18  
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Set up as an architectural advisory bureau 
in the Melbourne CBD, the Royal Victorian 

Service aimed to bring architecturally designed 
houses within everyone’s means. The service 
sought to raise public awareness regarding 
small house and Modern architectural design, 

builders in the suburbs of Melbourne. 

19 and the ability 

50-foot frontage.20

21 and a 

design. Architects received payment, but 

Neil Clerehan, Frederick Romberg, Kevin 
Borland, Bernard Joyce and Mockridge, Stahle 
and Mitchell.22  

to the public on 7 July 1947, displaying 44 

of the RVIA23.  The range included 2- or 

24

design was selected, clients received full 

Age newspaper on 2 July 1947, including 

Service, Robin Boyd.25

on a range of architectural design issues. This 
media exposure made a real success of the 

design in Victoria.

The Modern House in Melbourne 1945-1975
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The Small Homes Service boomed and by 
1948 an average of 100 plans were being sold 
each month. The following reports in The Age 
indicate the popularity of the service in the 
1950s:

26  

27   

1953 and Neil Clerehan to 1961, thousands of 
Small Homes Service houses were built using 

and placement of the kitchen, laundry and 
bathroom, were all incorporated into various 
designs.

In 1953 it was reported that:

28 

The Small Homes Service also produced 

with winning designs added to their range of 

announced in June 195329

entries.30

1970s with successive directors such as Jack 
Clarke, Daryl Jackson, John Barker and Dennis 
Carter.31

The variety of plans produced by the Small 
Homes Service formed the basis for both the 

house found in the suburbs of Melbourne 
in the 1950s and forms a basic catalogue of 
the post-war house32

produced by the service were widely used 
by architects and were eventually adopted 
by builders33. As such, although Small Homes 
Service houses were well documented in 

Service houses from small houses which were 
designed by other architects and builders. 

The aim of the Small Homes Service was to 

These included houses with gabled roof forms, 
for example T22, T24 & T211 and even hipped 
roof forms, for example V215 and T2100. 

appearance, including three from the most 
popular class in the late 1940s and early 

T25, T248 and the T280. These examples 

small house type of the late 1940s and 1950s 
post-war period (Figures 36, 37 & 38).  

A broader range of progressive Modern 
designs were added to the Small Homes 
Service from the mid-1950s and through the 

maintain…34

Service plans provide insight into the 
architectural logic and thinking in the Post-war 
period, as well as consumer preferences. The 
following page provides a sample of the Small 
Homes Service plans distributed. 
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Plan types have been categorised by P Goad as 
follows:

• L-shaped (eg V220 c1948, T3119 c1965)

• Integrated Linear (eg T310 c1948, V232 
c1949)

• Service separated (eg T230 c1949)

•

• Courtyard, U-shape (T357 c1955)

• True courtyard (T345 c1954)

•
c1954)

• Service linked (eg T2126 c1953)

• Living separated (T259 c1949)

• Linear passage (eg T18 c1948, T372 
c1957)
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The emergence of the project housing type 

architectural response to housing shortages 
and Bayside was again at the centre of its early 
development. Using standardised designs 

housing emerged in the 1950s to provide the 
average home owner with an economical 

companies and architects collaborated to 

house, with the Peninsula House, designed 
by Robin Boyd for Contemporary Homes Pty 
Ltd in 1955, amongst the earliest examples.19

Founded in Beaumaris, this company had 
20 and the 

managing directors of two other companies, 
E McLean & Company and Consolidated 

1967)21, lived in Beaumaris in houses designed 
22

Melbourne in the 1960s included Leighton 
Homes Pty Ltd (architect Peter Hooks)23, Lend 
Lease Homes Pty Ltd (architect Robin Boyd, 
1966)24, Vindin Suares (architect Chancellor 
& Patrick, 1968)25

Merchant Builders Pty Ltd, which was 
established in Melbourne in 1965. 
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became increasingly popular in suburban 

be housed economically and conveniently 
throughout the suburbs. Houses on suburban 
blocks were demolished to enable the 

groups of single-storey villa units (in the 

Stratum Title in 1960 and the Strata Title 
26

development throughout the suburbs.  

popular form of higher density housing in the 

with many groups built in the 1960s and early 
1970s. This form remains a dominant housing 

housing type required the purchase of a single 
or adjacent allotments and the replacement 

units. These were commonly constructed by 
builders and developers using a basic hipped-

unit type is illustrated throughout the City of 
Bayside. In contrast, architects and designers 
occasionally applied a Modernist approach 
to unit design and a small number of unit 
developments in the municipality display 

Black Rock; 175 Church Street, Brighton; and 
2-4 Hald ne Street, Beaumaris).

and Sandringham, it appears to have been a 
less popular form of higher density housing 
in the Bayside suburbs. A small number of 
notable examples remain to demonstrate 

current City of Bayside (e.g. 16 Clive Street, 
Brighton East; and The Point, 405 Beach Road, 
Beaumaris). 

medium density housing in the form of a 
cluster estate – was introduced in the late 
1960s. Project home company, Merchant 
Builders Pty Ltd, was interested in increasing 
housing density and designed some of 
the earliest examples of cluster housing 
in Melbourne, including a development in 
Yuille Street, Brighton (1968).27 Founded in 
Melbourne in 1965 to address a perceived 
gap in the market for quality, medium-cost 

integrate architecture, interiors, landscape and 
site using top design professionals28 including 
architect Graeme Gunn and landscape 

inspired other cluster estate development in 
the area.
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development at Yuille 
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housing design through to the mid 1970s; 
however, Modernism was beginning to lose 

architectural commentator and avowed 
proponent of Modernism Robin Boyd in 1971, 
coupled with the reduced output of the once 

of young, recently graduated architects to 

the City of Bayside. 

The mid-1970s saw the beginnings of a 

ideals that led to a complex new architectural 
language with a renewed reference to 
historical styles. This new Post-Modernism 
movement rejected the simplicity and 
formality of Modernism with its clean 

of Post-War Modernist design. 
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Surviving houses from the mid-1940s to 
the mid-1970s are historic evidence of the 
suburban boom that transformed what is now 

War II. The many surviving Modernist houses 

and the belief that the ideals of Modern 
architecture could overcome not only the 

social and physical constraints of the country’s 

the post-war Australian community. These 

character and history of the City of Bayside.
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